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l4r. Ni-els Haubold
IIlET(n (mion Cerbide)
P. O. Box 1029
G?anri Jtrncticr, Colorado 8150f

RE: Division Concerns for tlre
Revised Peml-tting of the
Utatl IIMEICO (Ihion Carbfde)
Mines
Lasal- Snc,hbal 1 - -ACT/03 7 | 026
Redd Btock Four--ACT lO37 /W
Hecla Shaft--A(f, lO37 /O43
Wilson- Silverbel 1- -AC't I O37 / O27
Deremo--AGI lO37 /OE
San Jtran CanntY' Utatt

De€r ltr. Ilatbold:

Ih,ank you for ,neettrg with D{visiqr staff for the codined tcn.E of
INEImrs nining operatlons lrr Utah on Aprtl 10, 1984. fbon the disctrssions at
ttre nlnesltes, Ron Ehollaruler, Ri& Uiller and yanrself shculd have a good
ldea of the general issues hrtth htrich the Division Ls ecncerned regardlng
int€ri.m st*bilization measr.res. Ib^reven, so that all parti,es arre awere of the
specific itenn^" and tlre erGent to rtrilch action nay be reqtrired by UMEIO, the
areas of concern for eadr mlrresl-te are llsted in thts letter. A respcnse to
eadr area, tnchdlag a plan and tinretable for resolutLon of ttre problen shotrld
be retr-nrred to tlre Dlvisi-qr aa soon as possible.

As srtiored ln yo,rr lasal office, it is the Dlvlsionrs lntentl-on to
proceed with strety arrarlgen'ents after these items are addressed, but no later
ttran July 1984. this will entail a staff presentatiqr to the Board of O11,
@s and Minir€ at their urcnthly reeting, usually held m tbe fourth ltrurs<iay.
Schedultng of this presentation reeds to be accomplished by the end of the
flrst weeh of the sre rnonth as the neetlng.

Scott M. MoJheson. Governor
Temple A. Reynolds, Executive Directot

Dionne R. Nielson. Ph.D.. Division Directot
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1. IaSal-$roftall Mine

1.1 1he area aloqg t}re epstern peri-reter of the Iasal l-{ine has be€n
rccently regriaea. Ihe top-soll storage area(s) ePear to be in good
shape. 

- 
Ttre-recently constrrrcted dlversion is begifftirg to sh6'/ sore

sigirs of erosion. Sme form of chanrel lining^shotrld be irylemented
in-those citlcal charrrel secticls before signtficarrt eroslqr
results. Oonsolidation of the remalning d€bite qr tlre waste rod<
piles strould corclete the lnterin reclr ntiqr of this area. It is
'Ure Uivislonts uirderstanding that ttris roaterful will be brried in a
centralized cut belng rnade in the waste rodr piles rthi& uas acti'Vely
ocoxf,furg durlng the-inspection. Is ttris obsenratlon cprrect?

L.2 A section of t}e western edge of the Sr@411 I'fixe area waste roclc
pile was sh-rying and erodfig due to enceC,sive pad-nrnoft *9 -slopeIteepness. nirg.iabg and/orliprapping of the dralnage shanld
prevent this frorn continuing. Irlhat are the ccq>rry's plans to
rectify this sitr:atian?

1.3 The r-rndishrbed drainage frm the tread of $rchiball @n1on stlll does
not adeqr:ately flor.r in-an r-rnrestrlcted fashlon do^rn the west slde
ditdt along ttte access road. I{ater cr.urently flon orrer the road,
and is iryor-rrded by att er<csvatlon below the nlne pad. Dlscr:sslons
were held on-site iddressins the optlons ernllable to corr:ect thLs
problero. l,lhat interirn planE wlll t]l'EICO irryLenent-to cotrect the
-thainage problems and tlren w111 the rrvrk be accoryllshed?

L.4 lhe test plots at the Eegver $aft stro*ed scme early slgns_of grorth'
hcneve, -the 

access road to the site ls erodlng in spots allortng
waste rodc base roated^al to be washed dovlnslope. the consEtrcticrt
and naintenan@ of berms stptrld eliminate thls cqrcern. Please
sr:b'rnlt plans for solution srd tl'ne for iryl@ttaticn.

Redd Blods Fotr

A11 aspects of ttre site are in coryliance with the Mini4g and Reclamatlon
PLan 6aP;.

3. Ibcla $raft

For.r probleoh exist at this nlneslte.

3.1 tre *ajor issue of ccncern ls the unspprs\red errapcrration pond
consEtrctl-on. the Dtrrl-si.ct Ls deferriag re\ri.e!l/ and approrral of arry
fortlrcmirrg pond designs to the IJEah Departnent of lfeaLt!, h.reau of
I.later Follutlon Control to alleyiate duplicaticn of regulatory
requirrents. $.lb'mission of plans, alqrg widr the hreau of Water
Pollutiqr Conrolrs approval, should be nade to corylete the
Dfvi-sisrre flles. the proposed conshrction date srd a coml-tment to
notify the Dtwislcn of coryletlon are reqrdred to be sdbnltted at
tfuis tirB.

2.
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3.1.1 the Division recmsrds ttr,at the mine water evaporation ponds
be fenced appropriately to prohibit livestoclc aira wifAfiie use.

3.2 The abandone<l nine water disdrarge pond to the norttruest of ttre nain
shaft and adjacent to tlre vent shaft should be reclained if no longer
needed for operations.

3.3 Ttre southern pertrleten of the shaft site pad borders a nattral
drainage. An April 21, 1983 letter frorn the Division stressed ttre'
need to naintain a contairrent beru at this point to protrlbit spills
and debris from washing into the drainage. Ttris has not yet been
accorylished. Erosion is continuing to occur and rrash is
accr.mrlating in the drainage. Please regrade the pad and consberct
the bem as soon as possible indicating irr yor.r reply fien this t+ill
be done.

3.4 A pile of trash is present at thre base of ttre western edge of the
waste roclc pile. This naterial should be remcnred and placed in a
sanitary landfill. Please indicate ihere and vrhen this trrash will be
rwved.

Since this situation appears to be a coumon prcblem with IHET0rs
minesites, an overall d-isposal plan should be developed and/or a
cenfalieed location chosen to eliminate apparent indiscriminate
trash disposal practlces.

4. Wilson-Silverbell Mine

4.L A concern raains regarding ttre nine water disdrarge. Since this is
still occurriag, saryles of the water must be taken and copfus of the
lab analyses report nust be sent to ttre B.rreau of hlater Pollution
Ccnfol (Attentl-on: I'k. Steve l'lcNeal) as well as the Diwision. In
addition, the irrigation pipe ftich is being used to corvey this
water appeared blod<ed and strould be cleaned out allc*,ring free flcnnt
beyond tJle waste rodc pile to ttre pond(s).

5. Dereooo Mine

Silce this operation has iryacts in both Colorado an<i ft&, the Division
reguests to be notified of all mine plan nodificatl-ons or tedrnical
revisior,s t ei-ng sr:brritted to and apprcnred by thre Colorado office r"tridr nay
trsrre an effect on Utatr interests.

5.1 A ne-*- comitnent concerning Ul'lET'mrs plans to &ry out, saryle,
regrade and reregetate the erzaporation ponds on eitier side of the
state borderline road should be asserte<i, if ttrese plans differ frm
those contained in ttre February 13, 1984 letter fron Bruce Green to
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the Divisisr. A tinetable for the operatLor and a scnrr'{tm€ng is
notify the Division wtren tire work is corryleted should be stibraitted to
the Division, A notarized letten transferring and aceeptlrg eventtr,al
li^€biltfy for these ponds to and by the landor,lrner rmrs! slse be
stbmitted.

The Divisicn looks for:r'ard to ttre receipt of IllEICOts plans regarding the
above @ncerns. If you have any qr:estions or wish to discuss any plans prlor
to subnission, please feel free to contact Ton Tetting of ny sta-ff:

Adninistratcr
Dfineral P.esotrce Darelopnent
and Rect n"rotion progran

J'B/TI'n:brb

cc: Ron Dehollander, II{Hffi
Rodry Beavers, @lorado h-reau of Mineri Land Reclnmqtlon dattadrsrt
Steve tlcl\ba1, Utah Fpartuent of lbalth
D, l^layne Hedberg, DGl'i
T. Tbtting, rct
S. IJnner, DmM
P. &ubaugfr-Littig, m,l
T. PorEle, DOG},I

86400

Slncerely,

ames I'1. Srith, Jr.


